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TECHNICAL INFORMATION  
(and suggestions for using RRRPs in the studio) 
 
Background 
 
In probably every country in the world, young people are leaving rural areas in the hope of better 
opportunities in the towns and cities. Many may have witnessed their parents and grandparents 
spend a lifetime surviving on a tiny income, perhaps as small-holder farmers, never having much to 
show for their effort. No wonder they are attracted by the possibilities of well-paid work in the 
towns! 
 
To what extent this migration of young people from the rural areas is a good or a bad thing will vary 
from country to country. But it would seem clear that if the most talented young people are leaving 
rural areas and agriculture, it poses a serious problem, not least in terms of future food security. 
This comes at a time when increasing urbanisation and population are placing higher demands on 
agriculture than ever before. Farming systems need to be both more productive and more 
sustainable; this requires new ways of farming, and farmers who are capable of responding to new 
challenges, not least the changing demands of food markets. To put it simply, while it is inevitable 
that some young people will decide to leave the rural areas, all countries need to find ways to 
encourage able and motivated young people to stay in rural areas, and if possible, to stay working in 
agriculture. 
 
This Rural Radio Resource Pack focuses on what is being done in different African countries to 
encourage and enable young people to be the modern, productive farmers of the future. Many of the 
interviews are with young people themselves, but there are also interviews with staff of non-
government organisations, with extension officers, and with government officers working for youth 
training programmes. 
 
Programmes that ‘catch them young’ 
 
Different countries and organisations have different definitions of youth - varying from as low as 8 
years old to as high as 40! Obviously programmes will vary according to the age of the target 
group. Research suggests that by the age of 15 most people have well-established ways of thinking 
and behaving. Hence if organisations wish to influence the behaviour and ideas of young people, 
they may need to ‘catch them young’. For some, that will mean a school-based focus, which could 
either be innovative or traditional. In the item ‘Production units for primary schools’, a project co-
ordinator for the Zambia National Farmers’ Union explains why he thinks school-based production 
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units may be a better way of promoting agriculture than simply having it as another subject in the 
curriculum.  
 
Other schemes deliberately focus on young people who have been forced to leave education, most 
commonly as a result of poverty. The National Youth Service Scheme in The Gambia is one such 
example, and is featured in the item ‘Early school-leavers get practical training’. Every year the 
government-run scheme offers around one hundred young people fully subsidised training in a skill 
area of their choice; the training is provided by different colleges and institutions around the 
country, according to the field chosen by the trainee. The interview focuses particularly on the 
different kinds of agriculture training available. ‘A brighter future for Kenya’s young school 
leavers’, highlights the work of the Limuru Agricultural Youth Centre close to Nairobi, which 
offers subsidised courses for young people. There are interviews with the principal of the centre, 
and two former students. 
 
Agricultural development by involving youth 
 
One way to motivate young people to stay in agriculture is to involve them in agricultural 
development projects. There are some examples of this in the item ‘Students seek to inspire in 
South Africa’, in which two agricultural students from South Africa’s northern province talk about 
their work within their communities to improve farming practices and involve both adults and other 
young people in agricultural development. Grace Angel Mhlodi describes some work she has done 
with women who are hampered by their fears and suspicions of witchcraft, and Michael Mokwala 
talks about a poultry project which some young people in his area are becoming interested in.  
 
Changing the perception of farming 
 
If young people are to choose to work in agriculture they need to see it as both a financially 
rewarding sector, and as modern and challenging. However, for many young people, farming is 
perceived as old-fashioned, offering little opportunity for making money, and generally being 
something that you do if you fail your school exams, and cannot get a paid job in some other 
business. Those who decide to make a living from farming can feel ashamed in front of their 
friends, as Daniel Sikazwe found out when he spoke to Viache Makunmbe, a young Zambian 
farmer who has remained committed to agriculture as a way of life, despite the temptations of 
‘white collar’ jobs. The interview is called ‘Farming - a way-of-life to be proud of?’. The image of 
farming is also addressed by the agricultural extension officer for Arusha district, in ‘Community 
action for rural youth in Tanzania’. The report highlights the work of a non-government 
organisation that is training young people to start income generating projects; two beneficiaries of 
the work describe the profits they are now making from agricultural production. 
 
Empowering youth by extension work, self-help groups and resettlement 
 
The role of extension officers in empowering rural youth feature strongly in two other reports. In 
‘Dynamic extension to energise young farmers’ Martha Chindong talks to the young president of a 
common initiative group, which has built up a profitable farming business. The group’s success 
owes much to the dynamic work of a local extension officer, who has introduced the group to 
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organic production methods, and inspired them to expand their operations. Self-help groups are also 
a feature of a Nigerian government programme to tackle the problem of rural-urban drift. In 
‘Setting up self-help groups in Nigeria’ Adamu Kuyello talks to an officer of the Extension and 
Rural Youth programme and to a member of a maize production group, about the effectiveness of 
the government’s approach, in enabling young people to make a living in the rural areas. ‘A fast 
track to employment and profit?’, looks at a different approach, that of giving young people an area 
of land to farm. Two beneficiaries of Zimbabwe’s Fast Track land resettlement programme describe 
their achievements and frustrations as new farmers. 
 
 
 
 
 
Using this RRRP in studio 
 
Any of the topics raised in these interviews could form the basis of a phone-in or a discussion programme. 
They could also be supplemented with reports from your area on work being done with rural youth. 
 
Questions/topics for discussion could include: 
 
• To what extent is rural-urban drift occurring, and is it  a problem?  
 
• Should the government be encouraging young people to become trained to work in industry rather than 
agriculture? 
 
• Is the movement of young people from rural areas likely to lead to a shortage of food production in the 
future? 
 
• Should agricultural projects target those who fail in schools, or target the high achievers - or both? 
 
• How should agriculture be taught in schools? 
 
• Should young people be helped to access land, inputs and credit?  
 
• How should credit schemes for young people be run? 
 
• What is the perception of farming as an occupation among young people? What could be done to 
improve this perception? 
 
• How can extension programmes target youth?  
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Setting up self-help groups in Nigeria 4’01” 
A government extension programme in Nigeria is helping young people to set up self-help 
groups. Through these young people become engaged in a variety of income-generating 
activities, including agriculture and food processing. The report includes comments from a 
member of the extension service, and one of the group members.  
 
Students seeking to inspire in South Africa 5’00” 
Two students from the University of the North in South Africa, describe their participation 
in projects, through which they are supporting rural development in their home areas, and 
improving their own farming practices. One of the students describes her work with women 
who are prevented from working together by their fears of witchcraft. 
 
Production units for primary schools 2’42” 
Ndambo Ndambo, a project co-ordinator for the Zambian National Farmers Union, is 
concerned about the small number of school leavers who enter agriculture. He believes that 
setting up small production units in primary schools may be a better way of encouraging 
young people into agriculture than having it as a subject in the school curriculum. 
 
Farming - a way-of-life to be proud of? 4’33” 
Young people who decide to pursue a career in farming face many pressures. They may 
struggle to obtain farm inputs or credit. They may also feel ashamed because they are not 
working in a ‘respectable’ white-collar job. This report from Zambia features two young 
people who describe how they have overcome these difficulties. 
 
Dynamic extension to energise young farmers 3’23” 
A report from Cameroon about how the work of one inspiring extension officer has 
dramatically benefited a group of young people. Working as a common initiative group, they 
have learned how to use modern, highly productive farming methods, and their farming has 
been so successful that they are looking to expand their cropping area. 
 
A brighter future for Kenya’s young school leavers 4’09” 
The Limuru Agricultural Youth Centre takes eight students per year from each of Kenya’s 
districts, and trains them in agricultural production. The students are selected on the basis that 
they have passed their primary exams with good grades, but cannot afford to go on to 
secondary school. This report features the Principal of the centre, who describes the importance 
of its work, and two former students, who are now making a living from agriculture. 
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Early school-leavers get practical training 3’20” 
The National Youth Service Scheme in The Gambia selects one hundred students per year, and 
offers training in a wide variety of practical skills. This report describes how the training 
curriculum is organised, and how students who complete the course benefit from it. 
 
Community action for rural youth in Tanzania 5’02” 
This report comes from Arusha in northern Tanzania, where CADECT, a non-government 
organisation, is assisting young people and women through grassroots training, and group 
development. The report also includes comments from the Arusha district extension officer, 
who advocates the need for modern agricultural techniques to change the perception that 
farming is old-fashioned. 
 
A fast track to employment and profit? 3’14” 
The ‘Fast Track’ programme in Zimbabwe has redistributed land to landless people, in order to 
give them the opportunity to make a living from agriculture. This report features two young 
recipients of land, who describe the difficulties they have faced, and the potential they see for 
their future as farmers. 
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Setting up self-help groups in Nigeria  
 
CUE: 
In Nigeria, as in other parts of Africa, there has been in recent years, a huge drift of people from 
rural to urban areas. Young people in particular are moving in search of amenities like piped water 
and electricity, and in the hope of finding work. This movement is having negative effects, both by 
putting more pressure on the cities, and by draining rural areas of their most productive members. 
 
To address the problem, the government in Nigeria, assisted by many non-government 
organisations, has implemented a campaign that is supporting young people in setting up self-help 
groups. Adamu Umar Kuyello spoke to Mrs Sara Auta of the Extension and Rural Youth 
programme, and to Yahaya Usman, a member of a youth organisation in Kaduna state, about the 
effectiveness of the programme. He began by asking Mrs Auta how the programme is dealing with 
the problem of rural-urban drift. 
 
IN:  “We have realised this problem … 
OUT:  … more income for our benefit. 
DUR’N 4’01” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Yahaya Usman describing the success achieved by his self-help group in Kaduna state, Nigeria. 
 
Transcript 
Auta We have realised this problem. And the sole aim of this programme is to organise the 
youth into viable groups, so that they can get involved in productive activities that 
can make them reside in the rural areas, and use what they have, so that they can earn 
a living in the rural areas instead of moving to the cities, where there are no available 
white collar jobs. 
 
Kuyello Presently what are your various existing youth organisations? 
 
Auta Presently we have youth that are involved in farming. There are both dry season 
farming activities and wet season farming activities. When we organise them, we 
encourage them to pick an activity that they are already used to, and activity that they 
can handle without much problem or difficulty. We have youth groups that are 
involved in livestock production. We have youth groups that are involved in other 
income generating activities, like processing of fruits into different snacks and 
drinks, especially the women, the young girls. We don’t force them to do what we 
want them to do, but we make sure that we advise them on things that they can 
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actually do, and see the gain, and see the profit, to earn an income so that they can be 
self reliant, instead of moving to the cities where there are no white collar jobs 
available for them. 
 
Kuyello Maybe you have one or two more words to add to these youth so that they can utilise 
any opportunity given to them? 
 
Auta The youth have the energy, they have the resources. And they are the ones that can 
actually move this country forward, if given the right guidance and the right 
opportunity.  
 
Usman We formed this organisation in the year 1991, eleven years ago. We had about thirty 
members when we formed this group, but now we are more than fifty. 
 
Kuyello What are some of the basic activities that you perform in your organisation? 
 
Usman My own, I belong to a maize group which we started in 1996 with the Sasakawa 
project. Formerly we were planting maize at random, with large spacing so when this 
project came now, we were told that the spacing should be limited to such a number, 
and ridging should be closer. So thereby we gain a lot of ridges, and a lot of stands in 
our maize plots. Formerly we used to get about 15 bags per hectare, but when this 
project started we getting around not less than thirty to forty bags per hectare, which 
doubled the ration of what we were getting before. And also in the dry season we go 
into dry season farming.  
 
Kuyello What types of crops do you plant in the dry season? 
 
Usman We plant tomato, onion, pepper, carrot, cabbage, lettuce, and cucumber.  
 
Kuyello All these types of activities are meant to prevent youth movement from the rural to 
the urban centres. How do you see this your organisation helping in this drive? 
 
Usman Well we do a large production now. We usually sell it out to the market, whereby we 
get a lot of money, and thereby we buy a lot of things for the incoming dry season, 
and also, even some of us buy implements, machines and all these things, which will 
prevent us from going to the urban centres.  
 
Kuyello And probably you would like to have a word or two for the other youth 
organisations? 
 
Usman They should try to work hard, and look at avenues whereby they can go into more 
production of this, like our maize project that we are doing now. More youth should 
come in, because at least now when you go to the urban centre there aren’t any white 
collar jobs, so it is better for us to go into all this production so that we can get more 
income for our benefit. End of tape. 
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Students seeking to inspire in South Africa  
 
CUE: 
Our next report comes from the University of the North, in Pietersburg, South Africa. Lesibana 
Mantshiu spoke to some of the students there, about the problems facing young people who live in 
rural areas. Many of the students are involved in projects to improve the opportunities for rural 
people. We hear now from two of them, Grace Angel Mhlodi and Michael Mokwala, both students 
of agriculture, who have taken on the role of inspiring and teaching their fellow villagers about 
improved farming methods. The first interview is with Grace Angel; Lesibana asked her why she 
decided to study agriculture at university in the first place. 
 
IN:  “I was born and bred … 
OUT:  … more especially in our economy. 
DUR’N 5’00” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Michael Mokwala suggesting that local workshops could help more rural youth to profit from 
agriculture. 
 
Transcript 
Angel I was born and bred in a township surrounded all over by rural areas, and almost 
everyday children from the rural areas come to the township to sell maize and even ‘ 
morokho’- I don’t know how to call it in English, but sort of vegetables. So I decided 
that maybe it would be better for me to acquire more skills in agriculture so that I can 
come back and implement at home, thereby improving or developing the rural 
community, in particular. 
 
Mantshiu What projects have you been involved in so far? 
 
Angel I was involved in projects mostly when I was a registered student already, always 
during holidays, we were at times urged to go to government places around our areas 
and look around any kind of agricultural project, and then you volunteer as a worker, 
thereby trying to gain information. At times we were working with extension 
officers, whereby you would find mostly women, most of them are single parents 
who didn’t have jobs, and didn’t even have husbands to work for them, so they had 
to depend on ploughing, and all those kind of things, and then make an income or a 
living out of the money produced from those vegetables. 
 
Mantshiu If we talk presently what projects are you directly involved in? 
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Angel Presently I’m involved in a project conducting research on witchcraft. While working 
in the field, most women cannot work together, because they are pointing fingers at 
each other ‘I cannot work with so-and-so. It’s a witch’, and they are not aware of 
contributing to their own poverty, because if they avoid each other you find that for a 
project to be sponsored, at least there should be a minimum of ten women, only to 
find that you will find two or one. And some are complaining about their plants not 
growing well because they’ve been bewitched, and all those kind of things. So now 
this project is helping me with how to handle such conditions, because while 
interviewing these people, they are somehow counselled. They become aware of the 
dangers they are causing among themselves. 
 
Mantshiu Now lastly, Angel, what are your comments on the involvement of the youth, 
especially ladies, in agriculture? 
 
Angel Most of our young ladies in particular, are having a problem of teenage pregnancies. 
From there they stop going to school, the parents can no longer afford to send them 
to school, while at the same time feeding their own children. So I think if some of us 
youth who have been trained, and have the necessary skills in agriculture, go 
implement these projects at home, and then put on or employ the youth around there, 
try to develop them. Maybe to encourage more and more of them to participate, you 
just have to perform and let everybody follow what you are doing, and not just point. 
Because if you point, these adults in most cases are not encouraged, are not 
motivated to work on their own, but if you are there with them, they learn from us 
and then they get motivated and work together.  
 
Mokwala I became so interested in agriculture in the sense that, my grandfather was having so 
many cattle, but due to the fact of lack of education, some of them died due to the 
dryness of the places they were grazing.  
 
Mantshiu Now since then have you ever been involved in an agricultural project, that taught 
you how to deal with cattle, sheep, grazing or anything of that type? 
 
Mokwala There is a new project, which has been established in my village, and I hope from 
that project I’ll learn so many things. 
 
Mantshiu What is the actual aim of the project? 
 
Mokwala The actual aim is poultry. We are dealing with chickens, whereby we will be selling 
the chickens if they are big enough for us to sell them, outside our village, in order to 
gain an income, and also to extend that particular project for us to ask the youth to 
get employed in our project, which we have established at this present moment.  
 
Mantshiu Now what are your comments about the involvement of the youth in agriculture, 
especially around your area? 
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Mokwala The youth in my area, are so interested in our project, but not all of them, as some 
they take agriculture as a very dirty job, whereby you have to look after chickens, 
sheep, cattle, they don’t have interest, but at least part of them they are having 
interest in that project.  
 
 
Mantshiu Now what do you think can be done, Michael, so as to attract these youth into 
agriculture? 
 
Mokwala I think that by conducting some workshops in our area, the youth might become 
interested in agriculture, as they will be seeing the importance of agriculture in 
general. It plays a very important role, more especially in our economy. End of tape. 
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Production units for primary schools 
 
CUE: 
In many countries agriculture is a common, sometimes even compulsory subject in the school 
curriculum, particularly at secondary level. However, the status of the subject can be poor, often 
seen at best as just another academic exam to be passed, and at worst as a kind of punishment.  
 
Ndambo Ndambo is a project co-ordinator for the ZNFU, the Zambia National Farmers’ Union. 
Like many in Zambia, he is very concerned about the small number of school leavers who are 
venturing into agriculture. Chris Kakunta spoke to him about what he felt was necessary to change 
the perception of farming in a country where only 5% of young people are making a living from 
agriculture. 
 
IN:  “One of the membership drives … 
OUT:  … the young people take over.” 
DUR’N 2’42” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Ndambo Ndambo of the Zambia National Farmers Union talking to Chris Kakunta about the need 
to get young people involved in agriculture. 
 
Transcript 
Ndambo One of the membership drives of the Young Farmers in Zambia has been one where 
we are targeting the young farmers in the rural areas, those who have gone out of 
school.  
 
Kakunta There is always this conception that farming is for those who have failed in schools 
and so on. How are you trying to change the perception of young farmers so that 
they can venture into agriculture as a source of livelihood?  
 
Ndambo The other part which has been very effective is targeting primary schools and 
secondary schools, where we have helped to set up production units in the primary 
schools among the school children, boys and girls. 
 
Kakunta So do you think by perhaps emphasising on agriculture in schools, and putting 
agriculture as part of the curriculum in schools, could encourage the youth into 
venturing into agriculture? 
 
Ndambo To some extent, but sometimes if you put agriculture in the curriculum, as the way 
forward, students or pupils tend to take it as just a course, or part of the syllabus, to 
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go to advance a different career. But I think the practical aspect of involving these 
pupils into production units, would be a better way of enhancing, showing them that 
agriculture can be a source of employment, and also livelihood when they are out of 
school.  
 
Kakunta Your organisation has been mobilising these youths. I believe there are some 
problems that you have been facing in trying to stimulate them into agriculture. What 
are some of these problems? 
 
Ndambo The problems of youth are quite vast, and when we are looking at Zambia, where we 
have got 62% of the population being youth, and out of that only 5% are living on 
agriculture. So to make this mass movement turn around to involve the youth and see 
agriculture as a focus, you need a lot of players in the whole thing. And at ZNFU we 
have tried our best, but despite our capacity in terms of the staff available to drive 
this, the efforts we are making at ZNFU are just like a teaspoon of salt in the sea 
because the capacity of ZNFU is not enough. So we need the integration of all 
sectors to drive with one force and not have different messages to the young farmers. 
 
Kakunta So where does the future of agriculture lie, considering the government is not putting 
much emphasis on the youth?  
 
Ndambo I think that’s a very serious problem, as the government itself has turned a blind eye 
on the young people in agriculture. Only old people are doing agriculture, and as 
soon as they die or they become too old, the young people are not motivated to do 
agriculture, then we are going to have a serious crisis. So at this point in time, I think 
it is high time we propagated the young people to be in agriculture, so that the chain 
of production, the responsibility in agriculture continues among the old and then the 
young people take over. End of tape. 
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Farming - a way-of-life to be proud of? 
 
CUE: 
Farmers everywhere find themselves facing many pressures; they may lack access to inputs, and to 
markets, and their production can easily be hit by poor rains. For young farmers there can also be a 
pressure from their friends. Farming tends to be looked down upon, as an occupation for those who 
have failed to get a paid job in a more respected area like medicine or engineering. In this report, 
Daniel Sikazwe talks to two young farmers who have overcome these pressures. Both are members 
of the Zambia Young Farmers Clubs. He asks them how they feel about being farmers, and whether 
they have been tempted to look for white collar work. The young people come from Kabwe, a town 
135km from Zambia’s capital Lusaka. Alice is 22 years old and Viache Makunmbe is 23. Daniel’s 
first question, ‘What made you take up farming?’ is addressed to Alice. 
 
IN:  “I just came to join into … 
OUT:  … that will come behind us.” 
DUR’N 4’33” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Viache Makunmbe who has taken on agriculture as a way of life, despite the temptation of white 
collar jobs. 
 
Transcript 
Alice I just came to join into farming through my parents. As I was growing up I just came 
to get interested in farming, because I’m not educated and I decided to be a farmer, 
just because I knew I can’t chance a job in Zambia. 
 
Sikazwe And so what kind of farming did you start doing when it became difficult for you to 
go ahead with your education, or to get a job? 
 
Alice I started growing maize with my parents. Later on my mum she passed away, and 
even now I’m depending on maize and groundnuts, including beans.  
 
Sikazwe Is that enough to help you earn a living? 
 
Alice Yes, at least it is much better than staying, because I’m getting whatever I want 
through farming. I can afford to keep my kids, to feed myself, even though selling it 
is a problem. In Zambia we don’t have a good market, but at least I’m pushing 
myself up. 
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Sikazwe What have been some of the major challenges that you have had to contend with as a 
young person in agriculture?  
 
Alice I face problems with fertilizer at times. So now we are introducing organic for young 
farmers; I’m even interested in that. I think that at any time or next year, I may 
change.  
 
Sikazwe OK, let’s hear your story Viache Makunmbe from Kabwe rural, that’s a remote part 
of Kabwe. Just tell me how you got into agriculture. 
 
Makunmbe My parents and our family, we are all a farming family. 
 
Sikazwe Is that what you had always wanted to do in your life? 
 
Makunmbe Well I had wanted to do other things but after having looked at the economic crisis, 
and the unemployment rate in Zambia, I just settled for agriculture, which created a 
vacuum at the moment.  
 
Sikazwe You obviously had friends that you were growing up with, some that you might have 
shared ambitions of, for instance, becoming a doctor, becoming a pilot, becoming an 
engineer; how do you relate to them at the moment now that you are in farming, and 
they are doing probably what they might have set out to do? 
 
Makunmbe Well we relate to each other as we related in our past days, because then as a society 
we are looking at each others - one has to be a farmer, one has to be a doctor, and the 
other one has to be doing the other job to make a complete society. 
 
Sikazwe Are there times you feel tempted to abandon farming altogether, and take up the so 
called ‘White Collar’ jobs?  
 
Makunmbe There have been several times I have been tempted to leave farming, due to various 
reasons, one of them being that you come to hit a concrete wall in Zambian farming 
where you can’t acquire any farming inputs, and farming cannot carry on like that.  
 
Sikazwe So what has kept you going when things were that tough? 
 
Makunmbe Well I have taken farming as a way of living, as a religion. I just believe in it, and I 
just push, and my heart pushes and I just go ahead. 
 
Sikazwe So apart from just the issue of having problems with farming inputs, what are some 
of the challenges as a young person that you have had to contend with in 
agriculture? 
 
Makunmbe The biggest challenge as you asked me earlier on, is how I relate to others. When 
they look at a young farmer in Zambia, it is sort of a downgrade of people that have 
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been left that don’t have anything to do. That is what as the Young Farmers Club we 
are trying to cast out and bring something else. And in relation to others that have got 
a white collar job, the temptation is always there because they are always getting 
their salaries at the end of the month, they don’t have any problems with inputs. 
Come rain, come no rain, for them it’s alright.  
 
Sikazwe So do you consider farming a career, and what would you want to say to young 
people out there who might still believe that farming cannot be taken upon as a 
career? 
 
Makunmbe I consider farming as a career, and as a way of life. And I would like to encourage all 
the young farmers out there to take upon farming as a career and as a way of life, 
because if we look at life generally, whether we take a white collar job or not, at the 
end of the day, anyone of us retires to take a small farming life. So I would like to 
encourage most of my age folk to take up farming, so that even at the time of 
retirement they are well set, and everything is going on, and that will build up a 
foundation for all those that will come behind us, and behind those that will come 
behind us. End of tape 
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Young People and Agriculture 
 
Dynamic extension to energise young farmers 
 
CUE: 
It is said that we never forget a good teacher. The young people in our next report will surely never 
forget the work of their agricultural extension officer. Through him they have joined together to 
form a common initiative group, and begun to practice modern, and highly profitable farming. The 
report comes from Cameroon, where Martha Chindong spoke to the young president of the group 
about what they have learned, and how it is helping them to earn a living from agriculture. 
 
IN:  “I’m Makoge Raymond Massango … 
OUT:  … the two at the same time. 
DUR’N 3’23” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Makoge Massango talking to Martha Chindong about the benefits he and his Dynamic Agricultural 
Group are getting from modern agriculture. 
 
Transcript 
Massango I’m Makoge Raymond Massango, President of Dynamic Agricultural Group, Ngap in 
Ninong. 
 
Chindong Why that name ‘dynamic’?  
 
Massango We think that in fact it is really dynamic, because we have diversified cropping, and 
we feel that it is a pushing force for alleviating poverty. 
 
Chindong What type of crops are you growing that you’ve gone to the extent of diversifying 
them? 
 
Massango We are growing Irish potato. We also grow beans, then we grow also tomatoes.  
 
Chindong In large quantities? 
 
Massango Yes, all these we grow them in large quantities. I think tomato has the largest 
quantity. No, Irish potato has the largest quantity, and we can be proud of producing 
at least a ton. 
 
Chindong Tell me, what motivated you, young people, into agriculture?  
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Massango The chief of posts for agriculture, Ngap, Mr. Stephen Asabate, had been meeting 
with us so many times, and then introduced this to us. When we tried it we 
discovered that it was so profitable, and we decided to call people together, so that 
we could form that type of a group, because one person cannot produce up to that 
large quantity. 
  
Chindong Your group is made of how many members? 
 
Massango For now we have ten members; six women and four men. The extension worker is 
working with us on Wednesdays, so we decided that it is on Wednesday that we shall 
be having work in our gardens, and around the fishponds. So when he comes there, 
he demonstrates, and then we see exactly what we have to do, like planting distances. 
You know when we started we never knew how to plant them at intervals, but now 
we can do it.  
 
Chindong Has he also taught you how to use, say, organic manure in cultivation? 
 
Massango Exactly, and now we have a compost manure now, at the centre of our garden, which 
we are intending to use when rain will start falling.  
 
Chindong In other words, you are practising modern agriculture?  
 
Massango Exactly. 
  
Chindong Now how profitable is this to you? Do you think you are really gaining a livelihood 
out of agriculture? 
 
Massango In fact we think we have found a right place now, because after the production, we 
sold some of the things and we discovered that we could make a lot of money. And 
so we are very much interested now, until we want to look for another land, where 
we can extend.  
 
Chindong Now I want you to tell them specifically what you have gained, like knowledge, by 
doing modern agriculture. 
 
Massango By this time I am proud to say that I can even go and cultivate in a land where people 
feel that it is barren, because I have gained the knowledge of making a compost 
manure, and even when the crops are not giving good yields, I know what to apply, 
and I know what to apply when they have been affected by something like blight.  
 
Chindong Any message for those young people like you elsewhere, who are not interested in 
agriculture; they think agriculture is old fashioned?  
 
Massango Yes the message I have for them is that they should try to create common initiative 
groups, because when they do it individually they do it in the small scale, and they do 
 
RRRP 2002/1 
Young People and Agriculture   22 
not find any profit in it, so in the long run you find them giving up. So if they can 
come together they will really see that they can produce a large quantity, and that is 
the time that they can make some money out of it, like any other person in the white 
collar job. 
  
Chindong It means if somebody should show you a white collar job now, you will say ‘No, I will 
stay in agriculture’. 
 
Massango Well it depends on the type of white collar job, but even if I am doing it I think I will 
do the two at the same time. End of tape. 
 
 
RRRP 2002/1 
Young People and Agriculture   23 
 
 
Young People and Agriculture 
 
A brighter future for Kenya’s young school leavers  
 
CUE: 
Every year thousands of children in Kenya are forced to leave school because their parents can no 
longer afford to send them. Some of these even pass their primary school exams, but never have the 
chance to study further. For the lucky few, the Agricultural Youth Centre at Limuru, 25km north of 
Nairobi, offers the chance of a bright future. Students are selected from each of Kenya’s eight 
districts, and study at the centre for two years. They can learn crop and animal production, including 
cattle, pigs, rabbits and chickens. 
 
Eric Kadenge met Henry Kereni, the Principal of the centre, and two former students who are now 
earning a living from agriculture. His report begins with Mr. Kereni explaining the importance of 
agriculture for the centre’s young students. 
 
IN:  “Agriculture is still the … 
OUT:  … soil for a better future. 
DUR’N 4’09” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Elizabeth Joroge ending that report by Eric Kadenge on the Limuru Agricultural Youth Centre, in 
Kenya. 
 
Transcript 
Kereni Agriculture is still the backbone of our economy, it is still the sector that employs 
more than 70% of our people. Most of these people, since they are people who have 
not been able to get a chance to proceed with further education, skills relating to 
farming will make them more productive, they will engage themselves in the future, 
because as you know jobs are very difficult to come across. 
 
Kadenge Where do you get your students from? 
 
Kereni We admit from the whole of Kenya, six students per province. 
 
Kadenge And what are the requirements for admission into the centre? 
 
Kereni The students must have finished primary school education, with grades to enable 
them to proceed to high school, but because of the poverty that is so much prevalent 
in our country, they are unable to proceed to high school.  
 
Kadenge Do you charge anything in the form of fees for this training? 
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Kereni Our training is free; it is fully sponsored.  
 
Kadenge And what are some of the activities that these students have got involved in once they 
get through their training? 
 
Kereni Some of the students do get employed in various farms. Others, those who are not 
fortunate enough to find wage employment, they engage in self-employment by 
starting various income-generating activities in the farm, such as poultry, vegetable 
growing, dairy, piggery and the like.  
 
Kadenge We are now driving on our way to the farms where we shall actually be talking to 
some of the beneficiaries of the Limuru Agricultural Youth Centre. Ok so you’ll start 
by telling us your name. 
 
Anjiro I’m Benino Anjiro, I’m an agriculturist.  
 
Kadenge What are these plants that we have in this nursery? 
 
Anjiro This is spinach. 
 
Kadenge And apart from spinach, what other plants do you grow? 
 
Anjiro Beetroot, cabbages, cornflowers, and also strawberries. 
 
Kadenge And where do you sell these crops once you harvest them? 
 
Anjiro I do sell them in Nairobi. Strawberries we take them to Ramesh, while this spinach, 
we take it to the markets.  
 
Kadenge How would you say the centre has helped you? 
 
Anjiro The centre has helped me because it has given me these techniques which I’m now 
using.  
 
Joroge My name is Elizabeth Njoki Joroge.  
 
Kadenge And before you joined the centre what were you doing? 
 
Joroge I usually at home; finished standard 8, and then I joined Limuru Boys.  
 
Kadenge Why didn’t you join Form 1? 
 
Joroge Because of financial problem, like my father was working at Mombasa, so the job 
was not so much good. He was getting very little money. So he didn’t make it. 
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Kadenge Now are there times when you get to sell some of the things that you plant here? 
 
Joroge I usually sell. I find some men who are staying at Banana; they usually get these 
things at home and then get them to Nairobi. 
 
Kadenge How has the money that you get from these sales helped you? 
 
Joroge Through buying more seeds to plant and prepare for the coming season. And some I 
get and bring them to my child at Karen. 
 
Kadenge So this coming season what are you planning to cultivate? 
 
Joroge If for example I am having a bore hole there, I will plant cabbage, because it has the 
quickest yield.  
 
Kadenge If someone was to ask you to say something about the training centre, what would 
you have to say? 
 
Joroge I can say, through Limuru Boys, I come up with a skill of ploughing, and having my 
own money, being not borrowed from anybody. It is good to plough the land, 
because when you do good on your soil, you are able to get good thing through that 
soil for a better future. End of tape.  
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Young People and Agriculture 
 
Early school-leavers get practical training 
 
CUE: 
Children who are forced to leave school early because of poverty, may find they have few 
opportunities to learn a trade and build a strong future. But for some such children in The Gambia, a 
government scheme is offering a way forward out of poverty. The National Youth Service Scheme 
draws about 100 young people a year from across the country, the candidates being selected by 
interview at a regional level. The trainees are fully funded throughout their period of training, and 
are able to choose which type of work they wish to learn. Agriculture is a popular choice, as Ismaila 
Senghore discovered when he spoke to the Head of Administration of the scheme, Mr. Sheriff 
Gomez. 
 
IN:  “We have a large farm … 
OUT:  … people back to the land. 
DUR’N 3’20” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Mr. Sheriff Gomez on how The Gambia’s National Youth Service Scheme is alleviating poverty by 
equipping young people with practical skills. 
 
Transcript 
Gomez We have a large farm, 30 hectare farm at Niani Beteh, which the National Youth 
Service Scheme targets to attract people to engage in all the facets of agricultural 
training: animal husbandry is one of them, horticulture, cash crop production, 
poultry, orchard production, bee-keeping, whatever it takes. Because we believe 
these things will have a market, we believe these things will become sustainable 
wherever they are grown, because there is a large demand in the country for 
agricultural production. 
 
Senghore Now what is the cycle of training, how many years? 
 
Gomez The national youth service scheme is mandated to train young people for two years, 
and that starts with an orientation at the camp, where we bring all of them who are 
trained together, put them in a camp, train them together for six weeks orientation, 
where they can chose the fields that they want to train in by themselves, and then we 
find now the institutions, relevant institutions, and quality institutions that can train 
them. And we train them free; the institution bears this cost for the young persons, 
and we train them on that regard, and then distribute them out. So far since inception 
in 1996 we have recorded 600 core members so far. We are in the sixth batch which 
marks our 618 core members under training now. 
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Senghore What is the training format? How much is practice and how much is theory? 
 
Gomez We in this scheme here have always advocated that we need, because of the short 
duration, a training package that will be practical oriented. That’s why we always 
endeavour for 85% practical and then 15% theory. We have recognised that within 
two years one person cannot be an expert. However we believe if you go through a 
co-ordinated, tailor-made programme, even if you are not an expert you will have 
received sufficient training to be able to put you out there, give you some help, and 
then you start on your own. So what we do is, for instance, we get to the Gambia 
college, they devise the training modules, based on their experience in the training 
department, in the training field, that they believe is appropriate for the individual, 
and then with this now they now inculcate this training into the young persons. 
 
Senghore That sounds really good, because here I think the main thrust would be to stem the 
rural-urban drift, and since your people hail from the rural areas, a majority of 
them, I think it will go a long way in making sure that youth are established in the 
agricultural domain.  
 
Gomez There is always a strong affinity between the young person and agriculture and the 
land. So what we are trying to do here at the National Youth Service Scheme, is to 
train you in agriculture, show you that it is profitable, and then you can even do it in 
dignity. And then we try to get you, in our final phase, seed money, to give you those 
attractions that will now take you back to where you come from, establish you there, 
and then you start your cultivation. And I think it is quite correct to say that that 
attraction is there, and that is what the National Youth Service Scheme is trying to 
access now, to get people back to the land. End of tape 
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Young People and Agriculture 
 
Community action for rural youth in Tanzania  
 
CUE: 
Across Africa there are many non-government organisations that are targeting young people, and 
helping them to start income-generating projects, rather than moving to towns in search of work. 
One such example is CADECT, an NGO working with women and youth in northern Tanzania. 
Lazarus Laiser went to Arusha to meet the co-ordinator of the organisation, and some of the young 
people who have benefited from its work, who are now earning a living through agriculture. He also 
spoke to the agricultural extension officer for Arusha district, about the problems facing young 
people, and what solutions could be found to help them. 
 
IN:  “The poor performance of the agricultural … 
OUT:  … villages now is not there. 
DUR’N 5’02” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Mrs Sakina Ghale closing that report on some work being done to encourage young people in 
Tanzania to make a living in the rural areas. 
 
Transcript 
Laiser The poor performance of the agricultural sector has increased the number of rural 
people in Arusha living in a poverty condition. Noting the above statement, 
CADECT, was established in February 2000 to assist and promote development 
activities, by providing education and practical knowledge at the grassroots level. I 
met with Mrs Subira Mawenya, the project co-ordinator of CADECT. She started by 
telling the meaning of CADECT. 
 
Mawenya CADECT is an abbreviation for Community Action for Development Economic and 
Environmental Conservation Trust. 
 
Laiser What are your objectives in your project? 
 
Mawenya CADECT objectives are, first to create awareness in the community with emphasis 
on youth and women, in environmental conservation and all necessity development 
issues. Second is to promote human rights and gender awareness. Also the objective 
is to promote women and youth income generating projects, and to provide necessary 
skills and knowledge to youth and women groups. 
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Laiser All countries need to find ways to encourage able and motivated young people to stay 
in rural areas, and if possible to stay working in agriculture. How are you helping 
youth to stay working in agriculture? 
 
Mawenya We promote the agricultural issues by educating them how to start their own projects, 
there at the village level, instead of going in town.  
 
Laiser In the study tour arranged and conducted by CADECT I met with young farmers who 
benefited a lot from agricultural activities. The first one is Mr Thobias Saitabau who 
is living in Ngorbob village Arusha.  
 
Saitabau [Vernac] Sincerely speaking, this means earns me a high income. The live example is 
that yesterday I sold tree seeds and flowers for forty thousands. I can also sell one 
Toyota pick up of grass for sixteen thousands. As you can see these bricks I made all 
to build a modern house. Not only that but right now as I speak, I have many bags of 
maize in the store. So I have no need of going to look for employment in town and I 
am afraid I won’t find employment that can pay me the same way as my own self 
employment in agriculture. 
 
Laiser [Vernac] Mr Julius Mollel is saying, ‘Through agriculture I have bought my solar 
energy which I am now using free of charge. Before here I was buying kerosene for 
three thousands per month. By this same agriculture I have taken a form ready to 
send my son to study in English medium school which is actually so expensive’. 
 
As he was appreciated like this.[Sound of clapping] 
 
Laiser Mrs Sakina Ghale is the Arumeru district agriculture extension officer here in 
Arusha, Tanzania. She is also a board member of CADECT.  
When I met her, she gave her comments about the youth in agriculture.  
 
Ghale Most of the youth in the rural areas used to run away after their primary school 
education. They just feel it is not good to stay there in the rural area, and they just go 
to town and find the employment.  
 
Laiser There is a perception that agriculture is old-fashioned so you will not get benefit 
from it, because even our parents have been getting nothing from it. How will you 
change that perception? 
 
Ghale If the agricultural is being used in a new technologies, or if they change their 
methods using the scientific results from the research centres, then they will come up 
with the good results. Something else that I want to comment, for example today we 
brought about twenty youth from two villages in Arusha and Arumeru districts. We 
just took them to the farmers whom have just used their resources to improve their 
lives. And most of the youth who have come together, have learned a lot in this place 
where we brought them, and most of them they promised us that they are going to do 
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the same in their places where they come from. And the idea of running away from 
their villages now is not there. End of tape. 
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Young People and Agriculture 
 
A fast track to employment and profit? 
 
CUE: 
When a country finds it has a high rate of unemployment among its young people, what can it do? 
Some governments offer free training, or subsidise credit for small businesses. Our next report 
comes from Zimbabwe, where some young people have benefited from the ‘Fast Track’ land 
resettlement programme. Sylvia Jiyane met two young men who received land under the 
programme, and are now trying to make a living from agriculture. She was keen to know whether 
simply giving young people a piece of land had enabled them to earn a living, or whether they 
needed more help to set up a successful farming business. 
 
IN:  “In the programme today … 
OUT:  … I am Sylvia Jiyane.” 
DUR’N 3’14” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
And Sylvia was reporting from Zimbabwe on the government’s ‘Fast track’ land resettlement 
programme. 
 
Transcript 
Jiyane In the programme today, I will be talking to two youths who are engaged in 
agricultural activities in Mashonaland West Province, North West of Harare in 
Zimbabwe. The youth were recently resettled under the government's fast track 
resettlement programme. 
 
Chitumbura My name is Japson Chitumbura. I was resettled here in Mapinga in October.  
 
Jiyane So what crops have you grown this year? 
 
Chitumbura This year I have grown quite a lot of crops, such as maize, groundnuts, beans, 
Soya-beans and so forth.  
 
Jiyane What other plans do you have? 
 
Chitumbura I need to keep chickens, if my crops are well.  
 
Jiyane Besides being resettled on this piece of land did you get any assistance from 
government? 
 
Chitumbura No assistance.  
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Jiyane What assistance were you looking forward to? 
 
Chitumbura They have to help us because our crops are now becoming yellowish, because of 
shortage of fertilizer.  
 
Jiyane And now that you have got a piece of land and you are already working on that 
piece of land, would you encourage other youth like you to venture into 
agriculture? 
 
Chitumbura Yes I would like to encourage other youth to practice agriculture. 
 
Jiyane Now here is what another youth in agriculture had to say about his new vocation. 
 
Gawani My name is Patrick Gawani; I'm staying in Banket that's where I got my land from 
Government from the fast track. 
 
Jiyane What crops did you grow this season? 
 
Gawani Especially maize, groundnuts and paprika.  
 
Jiyane Looking at your crops, we’ve been going through the farm, there is quite a lot of 
green. At what condition exactly are they? 
 
Gawani Now we think it’s alright, because in the middle of this month rains had almost 
gone, but now I can see the crop, they are getting well.  
 
Jiyane Besides this piece of land did you get any form of assistance from either 
government or anywhere? 
 
Gawani You know the government only gave us these seeds, but now we are just waiting 
for them to assist us with fertilizer, again.  
 
Jiyane You seem to be doing very well, your crops look quite OK. Do you have any other 
projects in the pipeline that you would want to do in the next season besides just 
growing crops? 
 
Gawani We were planning to have the range of cattle, even chicken projects, so that we 
will not have to wait for only ploughing or doing farming. 
 
Jiyane The projects that you are mentioning require quite a lot of finance. How are you 
going to go about getting finance for those projects? 
 
Gawani We want the government to help us. Even the donors who can come and help us to 
have that money to start those projects. 
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Jiyane I certainly hope that all other youths in other parts of the world, benefited from 
our discussion with the two youths in this programme. The prime lesson for youths 
is that white collar employment is not the only way to earn a living. Engaging in 
properly planned agricultural activities is a good vehicle of improving one’s life, 
especially in this critical time of economic stagnation, all over the world. Till we 
meet again in the next programme, I am Sylvia Jiyane. End of tape. 
 
 
